
Westhead Lathom St James’ CE Primary School 
Year 1 and 2  
History 
 

Questions to Develop Children’s Spirituality 
in History: 
 
 
 

Is history always accurate? Does it depend on who tells the story? 
How important is it that we learn about the past? 
If history is in the past, why do we need to know about it now? 
What difference does it make to know about history, is there a difference to how you are with other people? 
What would you like people to remember about you? 

Development of the child: Self-awareness, reasoning, open-mindedness, appreciation and questioning.  

 

  



Westhead Lathom St James’ CE Primary School 
Year 1 and 2  
History 
 

 

 Topic: Fire Fire 
 
Subject: History 

Prior Knowledge/Links:  
ELG – Understanding the World – Past and Present 

 Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society 

 Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

 Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling 
Children should already:  

 Know about past and present events in their own lives.  

 Know about the life history of other people familiar to them.  

 Know about significant past and present events important to them.  

 Know about the concept of old and new 

 Be aware of time through the sequence of events and are becoming familiar with the language of time. E.g., through pictorial representation of 
the daily routine and significant events (Christmas, Chinese New Year) 

 Know about different features in photographs and video clips of places during different periods of time.  

National Curriculum Objectives Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 

A study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond living memory.  
 

 Know where London is located on a map of the UK. 

 Know what London was like before the Great Fire of London- contrasts over time. 

 Know when and where the Great Fire of London occurred. 

 Know what London was like in 1666. E.g., houses made from wood, close together, 
poor living conditions. 

 Know that the fire spread and why. E.g., houses close together, made from wood, 
firefighters had poor equipment and couldn’t put the fire out. 

 Know who Samuel Pepys was and why his diary was so important. 

 Know that we understand events that occurred during the Great Fire of London from 
eyewitness statements. 

 Know that in 1666 London experienced a huge fire known as the Great Fire of London. 
 

Cause and consequence: What features of London might have helped cause the 
Great Fire of London? 

artefact 
change 

evaluate 
king/monarch 

diary 
significant/significance 

AD 
century 
decade 
sources 
1666 AD 

King Charles II 
Great Fire 

Pudding Lane 
 

baker 
Lord Mayor- Thomas 

Bludworth 
Thomas Farynor 
Rover Thames 

firehooks 
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Topic: Family Album 
  
Subject: History 

Prior Knowledge/Links:  
ELG – Understanding the World – Past and Present 

 Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society 

 Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

 Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling 
Children should already:  

 Be able to talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members.  

 Know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things and are sensitive to this. 

 Know about similarities and differences between themselves and others and among families, communities and traditions.  

 Show interest in the lives of people familiar to them  

 Know about day-to-day life and share their experience with others. 

 Know about birthdays and how everyone celebrates them (or not) 

 Know about things that are special to them, to enable them to talk about memories and experiences.  

 Know the concepts of old and new in relation to their own experiences. 

 Know the life history of other people and ask questions.   

 Be aware of time through the sequence of events. E.g., the difference between them now and as babies, days of the week, daily timetable and life cycles.  

National Curriculum 
Objectives 

Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 

A study of changes within 
living memory on people who 
are familiar to them.  
 
 

 To know and say how they have changed over time 

 To identify others from looking at similar features from the past and today. 

 To order photographs chronologically of a familiar adult from a baby to today 

 To identify and explain change over time 

 To know where people and events fit into a chronological order (passing of time before/after/a long 
time ago)? 

 To look at other sources we can use to imagine what life might have been like then? 

 To create a timeline of local/national events that have occurred within the last 8 years 

 To know what has changed and what has stayed the same 

 To know the difference between gifts received in the past to those of the present.  

 To know about birthdays and how people celebrate them (or not) 
 

Change and continuity: How have family celebrations changed over time? 

change 
change/continued 

past/present 
old/older 

young/younger 
parent 

grandparent 
now/then 
timeline 

x years ago 
chronology 

  

memory  
life 

history 
source 
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Topic: The Place Where I Live 
 
Subject: History 

Prior Knowledge/Links:  
ELG – Understanding the World – Past and Present 

 Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society 

 Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

 Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling 
Children should already:  

 Know about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members.  

 Know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things and are sensitive to this. 

 Know about similarities and differences between themselves and others and among families, communities and traditions.  

 Know about the lives of people familiar to them  

 Know about day-to-day life and share their experience with others. 

 Know about birthdays and how everyone celebrates them (or not) 

 Know about things that are special to them, to enable them to talk about memories and experiences.  

 Know and understand the concepts of old and new ion relation to their own experiences. 

 Know about the life history of other people and ask questions.  

 Know how to be aware of time through the sequence of events. E.g., the difference between them now and as babies, days of the week, daily 
timetable and life cycles. 

National Curriculum Objectives Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 

A study of significant places in their 
own locality. 

 To know the name of the place where I live 

 To know the name of the school that I go to 

 To know what my home/school looked like in the past and today and make comparisons  

 To know what my area/home/school have been like a long time ago 

 To know how to find out about what our area/home/school was like in the past 

 To know what looking at our area in the past tells us about what life might have been like in the 
past 

 To know what our playground looked like in the past 

 To know what games children played in the past 

 To know what playground equipment children, use today and what they used in the past. 
 

Change and continuity: What has stayed the same and what has changed over time at our 
school? 

compare  
change/continued 

past/present 
a long time ago 

x years ago 
life 

history 
source 

1889 AD 
 

traditional 
hopscotch 

marbles 
tag 

spinning top 
hoop and stick 

ball and cup 
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Year 1 and 2  
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Topic: Explorers 
 
Subject: History 

Prior Knowledge/Links:  
ELG – Understanding the World – Past and Present 

 Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society 

 Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

 Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling 
Children should already:  

 Know how to use stories with a specific focus on time 

 Know that some activities can be timed to encourage children to experience the passing of time. E.g. lunch, school start, snack time 

 Know about objects, events and significant events that happened in the past and ask simple questions look at books and use the world wide web 
to find out information 

National Curriculum Objectives Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 

To look at events beyond living 
memory that are significant 
nationally or globally and significant 
individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and 
international achievements. for 
example, Christopher Columbus, 
Mae Jemison, Helen Sharman and 
Neil Armstrong,  

 To know the distinction between present and past in their own and other people's lives 
(e.g. Christopher Columbus). 

 To know some similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods (e.g. 
Mae Jemison, Helen Sharman, Neil Armstrong and Christopher Columbus). 

 To know the significance of the achievements of key people in the past e.g. Mae 
Jemison, Helen Sharman, Neil Armstrong, Christopher Columbus.  

 To know that there were indigenous people already inhabiting the lands that 
Christopher Columbus ‘discovered’. 

 To know where some people and events fit into a chronological framework by using 
common words and phrases about the passing of time (before, after, a long time ago, 
past…). 

 To know the difference between the past and the present in their own and other 
people’s lives by: making simple comparisons and recognising features of events (such as 
the first moon landing). 

 To know that their own lives are different from the lives of people in the past by 
describing some of the topics, events and people that they have studied. 

 
Historical significance: Why were the achievements of Christopher Columbus 

significant? 

past/present 
timeline 

chronology 
significant individual 

significance 
events 

life 
achievements 

1492-Columbus lands in 
America 

1969-Neil; Armstrong first 
man on the moon 

1991- Helen Sharman first 
British women to travel to 

space 
1992-Mae Jemison is the 

first black women to 
travel to space 

 
 
 
 

Neil Armstrong 
Buzz Aldrin 

Michael Collins 
Christopher Columbus 

Mae Jemison 
Helen Sharman 

voyage 
exploration 

artefacts 
sources 
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Year 1 and 2  
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Topic: Buckets and 
Spades 
 
Subject: History 

Prior Knowledge/Links:  
ELG – Understanding the World – Past and Present 

 Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society 

 Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

 Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling 
Children should already:  

 Know and talk about features in photographs of places during different periods of time and make comparisons between things that are the same and things that 
are different.  

 Know about specific places and understand how it was different in the past. E.g. a holiday environment 

 Know and compare changes in significant places locally. E.g. local park, shops, new houses. 

National Curriculum 
Objectives 

Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 

A study of events 
beyond living memory 
that are significant 
nationally or globally  

 To know the distinction between present and past in their own and other people's lives (e.g. leisure and tourism in 
Victorian times) – including:  
 How the seaside holiday begun 
 Clothing – different styles, including changing machines 
 Travel to and from the seaside (How we travel on holidays today and how people travelled to and from holiday in 

the past 
 The Penny Lick  
 Seaside activities  - shows 
 Seaside equipment and the materials they were made from – bucket and spade, flip flops,  

 To know some similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods  

 To know where some people and events fit into a chronological framework by using common words and phrases 
about the passing of time (before, after, a long time ago, past, Victorian times…). 

 To know the difference between past and present in their own and other people’s lives by Using and making simple 
comparisons. E.g. aspects of leisure such as ice creams and the penny lick. 

 To know that their own lives are different from the lives of people in the past by describing some of the topics, events 
and people that they have studied. 

 To begin to use some simple historical concepts such as now/then and same/different. 

 To know and understand about the past and show this in different ways (speaking, role-play, drawing and writing). 

 To know and understand historical concepts and use them to make simple connections and draw contrasts (e.g. 
between the Victorians and themselves). 

 To know about the past through observing and handling a range of sources, such as pictures and written sources. 

 To begin to understand the reasons why people in the past acted as they did by using a range of sources (pictures, 
plays, films, written accounts, songs, museum displays, stories). 

 
Change and continuity: How have holidays changed since the Victorian times? 

compare  
change/continued 

past/present 
a long time ago 

x years ago 
life 

history 
source 

past/present 
timeline 

chronology 
changes 
events 

monarch/queen 
Queen Victoria 

promenade 
pier 

beach  
parasols 

bathing huts 
Punch and Judy 

tourist 
resort 

popular 
amusements 

holidays 
transport 
railways 

entertainment 
leisure 



Westhead Lathom St James’ CE Primary School 
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Topic: Local Black History 
Subject: History 

Prior Knowledge/Links:  
ELG – Understanding the World – Past and Present 

 Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society 

 Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

 Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling 

National Curriculum Objectives Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 

Lives of significant individuals  Know what significance is and how a person becomes significant 

 Know what the Trinity Cross is 

 Know who Learie Constatine is and what he is remembered for 

 Know how Learie Constantine became a significant cricketer 

 Know how Learie Constantine changed events at the tie he lived, how he improved lives 
and why he acted the way that he did 

 Know the long-lasting impact of Learie Constantine’s actions, on the UK and the world. 
 

Historical interpretations: Were Learie Constantine’s actions a good example of how to 
live and behave? 

Learie Constantine 
significant/significance 

change 
x years ago 

achievements 
timeline 

chronology 
cricketer 

knighted/knight 
sir 

1920s 
1930s 
1940s 

 


